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t Wives, Hushands and Fellowship
1 Peter 3:3-4 10 3:12
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New Testament Reading:
1 Timothy 3:1-16
Qualifications for Overseerns

Ihe saying is trustworthy: Hanyone
aspires o the offce of overseer, he desires a
noble task. “Therefore an overseer must by
above reproach, the hushand of one wife,
sober-mindad, self controliad, respectable,
hospitable, able to teach, 'not a drunkand,
not viokent but genthe, not quarrelsonme, mot
a knver of moncy. 'He must manage his own
Bouschold well, with all dignity koeping bis
chikiren submibssive, Tor Iif sonsone dovs ot
‘l‘n ) homw (5] Yll-lfl.lF.l h:\ own h- ‘J\-'l- "tf‘
hose will he care for Gosd's church? "He muost
not be a recent convert, or he may bevome
pulfed up with concelt and fall into the
condemnation of the devil. "Moreoner, he
must be well thought of by cutsiders, so that
be may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of

the devil

Qualifications for Deacons
"Deacons Hkewlse must be J:F_!‘.lhn!, (Y]

Jouble-tongued, not addicted 1o much wine,
not greody for dishonest galn. “They must
bokd the myvstery of the faith with a dear
conscience. “And let them also be tested first;
then ot them serve as deacons if they prove
themacives blamscless. "Thelr wives Hkewise
st be dignificd, not shanderers, but sobxt
mindald, faithiul in all things. VLot Jeacons
cach be the hushbamd of one wite, managing
thelr chiklten and thelr own houschokds well

For those who serve well as deacons gain a
poosd standing lor themaelves and also great
conhidence In the Lalth that is in Chrbst Jesus

The Mystery of Godliness
1 hope o come 1o you soon, but | am
wiiting these things to you so thay, Vif |

Jdelay, you may know how one ought to

oF T Lareecn

behave In the boaschodd of God, which is
the church of the living God, a pillar and
buttress of the truth. "Geeat indeed, we

confess, ks the mystery of godliness

He was manifestad in the thesh,
vindkated by the Spirh,
seen by angels,

proclaimed among the natlons,
Bl eved on In the workd,
takcn up in glory

Writing

Now, as often happens, those who covet
preeminene, secking support lor thelr own
cuphlity, take advantage of the Apostic’s
stasement when he savs “If a man desiee the
olfice of a bishop, be deatreth a good work”
Yet, whike praising the Josiee, the Apostle
forthwith qualifics his pralse by adding a
reason for fear, promptly sdding, as be docs
“Hut it behoveth a bishe w o be Namekess”
When be procecds with an enumerathon ol
the nocessary virtues, he ‘\;"u'l\ what this
blamsclessness is. 1, therelore, approves the
desire, but warns these people by his precept,
as though be plainly sakd: "1 praise what you
sock, but acquaint yourselives first with what
you are secking. kest by neghating to take the
mcasure of your own fitness, you booome the
moee blamoworthy and detestable, in that
you hasten 1o be seon by all on the pinnack
of honoar,” The great master in the art ol
ruling urges subjects on by approving of theis
desire, bout Jeters them by fear, in oeder that
he may restrain his hearers from peide, and
by prabsing the othce soaght, may dispose
them for the kind of Hic required. .

Wherclore, that man gives testimony
against himself that he bs not desiring the
olixe ol a hnhu-p. i e socks thy );Lll v ol

that honour, bat not the minkstry of a good
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work, For a man not only falls u-fﬂl\'shlv
1o kowe the odbce, bat be bs ignocant of I, iF,
vearning for supreme rule, be feasts on the
subjoction of others in the hdden reveries ol
his thomght, bs glad to hear his own pralses,
focls his heart surge with hooour, and
rejolees in the abundance of his atuence. It
Is, therclore, workdly gain that he secks under
the guise of that kind of honoar, wherelw
workdly pAID shosthd have boen destie v\n’. and
when the mind thinks 1o grasp the highest
state of humility in oeder w0 Jhersh s own
pride, it changes the Intrinsk nature of what
was extorborfy desingd

Gregory the Great

Hymnody

Anoint them prophets, men who are intent
1o be Your witnesses in word and dood,
Ihelr hearts aflame, thelr lips made chogquent,
Thelr eyes awake 1o ev'ry buman noad

Ceond of the Prophets, Tess the
Prophets” Sons (LS 682-2)

Prayer of the Day

O God, You ked Your holy Jr\v\lk\ 10
vrdain pastors in every place. Grant that
Your ook, under the guidance of Your
Holy Spiri, may choose saitable men for the
ministry of Word and Sacrament and may
uphold them in their woek for the extension
of Your kingdom: through Him who bs the
chief Shepherd of our souls, Jesus Christ, our

Lond (121)

Suggested Reading from
the Book of Concord

A\podogy of the Augshary
Confesshon X1la (V) 685-82
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Psalmody

For B s ot an encey who Launts me—1hen
Feould | bear it;®
it s pot an adversary who deals
insodently with me—then | coukd Hhide
from him
But i is you, a man, my fegual®
my companion, my fa- I miliar fekend
We usad 1o take sweet counsel 1o l,;\‘l.‘uv,‘
within God's house we walkad in the
lhh'ﬂ:.'.
Let death steal over them;
k1 them go down o She ol alive*
for evil is in thelr dwelling place
and | in thelr beart
Bot §lcall to God *
and the Lown will | save nx
Evening and moming and at noon 1 utter
my com- | plaint and moan,*
and hel hl A% My YO e
' He redeems my soul in salety
from the batthe | that | wage,*
for many are arraved o | galnst mx
God will ghve car and bumble themy, he who
is enthroned | from of olkd,*
bevause they Jo mof change and Jo Inot
fear Cund

salm 5512419

Adkdirionad Paale; Psalre 1198996

Old Testament Reading:

Nehemiah 5:1-16; 6:1-9, 15-16

Nehemiah Stops Oppression of the Poor
Now there arose a great outcry of the

poople and of their wives against their

'S

Jewish brothers, “For there were those w




sald, "With our sons and our daughters,
we are many, So let us get grain, that we
may cat and keep alive” "There were abo
those who sakd, "We are mortgaging our
fickds, oar vineyards, and our houses 10 get
grain because of the famine.” *Amd there
were those who sakd, “We hawe borrowed
moocy for the King's tax oo our fickls and
our vincyands, "Now our fiesh bs as the flesh
of oar brothers, our chikdren are as thels
chikiren, Yet we are foecing our sons and

our dasghters o be slaves, and some of our
daughtors have already boon ensdaved, bat It
is nest in our poser 1o help it, lor other men
have our fxelds and our vineyarnds”

I was very angry when | heard thelr
outory and these words, 1 ook counsel with
myself, and | brought charges against the
nobles and the oflicials. | sadd 1o them, “You
anre exacting interest, cach from his brother”
Andd | held a great assemily against them
"and sakl 1o them, “We, as far as we are able,
have !-wghl back our kewish brothers who
have been sold 10 the nations, bot you ¢ven
sell your brothers that they may be sobd 1o
us'® They were sihent and coukd not find a
word to say. “So | said, "1he thing that you
are Joing Is not good. Ought you not o walk
in the fear of our God to prevent the taunts
of the nathons our enemies? “Moroover, |
and my brothers and my servants are kending
them money and grain. Let us abandon this
exacting of Interest, “Return to them this
very Jday thelr Bickls, thele vineyards, their
olive oechands, and thelr houses, and the
perventage of moncy, grain, wine, and ol
that you have been exacting from them”

Then they said, "We will restore these and
require nothing from them. We will do as
you say.” And 1 called the priests and made
them swear to o as they had promised. 1

Dax Toms o 1 Cartrncat

alsor shook out the Tokd of my pArment and
sahd, "So may God shake out every man
from his house and from his labor who docs
not keep this promise. So may be be shaken
ot and emptiald ™ And all the assembly sakl
“Amen” and praised the Loxn And the
peopie did as they had promisad

Nehemiah's Genecosity

‘Morcover, froem the time that 1 was
appointed to be thelr governor In the land of
Juskah, from the twentieth year to the thirty
scvomd vear of Artaxerxes the king, twelve
years, nelther | noe my brothers ate the food
allowance of the governor, "' The formes
governors who were before me laid beavy
bundens on the people and 1ok from them
tor their dally ration forty shekeds of sibver
Even thelr servants keded it over the peopl
ot 1 diad not o s, because of the fear of
God. 1 also perseverad in the work on this
wall, and we acquirad no land, and all my

scrvants were gathorad there for the work

Conspiracy Against Nehemiah

Now when Sanhallat and Tobiah
and Geshem the Arab and the rest of our
enceibes heard that 1 had built the wall and
that there was no breach beft in it (although
up o that time | had not set up the doors
in the gates), “Sanballat and Geshom sent to
v, saying, “Come and ket us meet ogether
at Hakkephirim in the plain of Ono™ B
they Intendod to Jo me harm., "And | semt
mxcssengers Lo them, saying, "l am Jolng
2 great woek and 1 cannot comxe Jown
Why shoukd the work stop while | lcave it
and come down 10 you?™ 'And they sent to
mx four times in this way, and | answerad
them In the same manner, “In the same way
Sanballat foe the Hfth thime sent his servant
1o me with an open ktter in his hamd. “In

Turasvay or Datey Peaven

M owas wrltten, "It ks reportod among the
nathons, and Geshem also says it, that vou
and the Jews intend 1o rebel; that bs why you
are bulkling the wall And acconding 10 these
reports you wish to bocome thedr King, "And
you have also set up prophets 1o proclaim
concerning you in Jerusakem, "There is a
king in Judah' And tow the King will hear
of these reports. So now come and Kkt us
take counsel together.” “Then 1 sent to him,

saying, "No such things as you say have been

Jone, for you are Inventing them out of your
own mind” "For they all wanted 1o righten
us, thinking, " Their hands will drog from the
work, and it will not be done™ But now, O
Gaond, strengthen my hands

The Wall Is Finlshed

So the wall was hinksbhal on the twonty
ffth Jav of the month Flul, in Hifty-two
davs. “And when all cur enemies heand
of it all the natbons around us were afrakl
and fell greatly In thelr own esteem, lor
they perccived that this work bad been

accomplished with the help of our Goxd

New Testament Reading:
1 Timothy 4:1-16
Some Will Depart from the Faith

Now the Spirit expressly says that in
later tinwes some will depart from the faith by
Jevoting themselves 1o Jeceltful spirits amd
teachings of demons, ‘through the Insincerity
of Hars whose consclences are searal, ‘'who
forbld marriage and roquire alstinence from
fooxds that God created 10 be received with
thanksgiving by those who believe and Know
the truth. 'For cvarything created by God
b goexd, and nothing bs to be rejected if it s
recolved with thanksgiving, “for 1 s made
holdy by the word of CGod and prayet

M2

A Good Servant of Christ Jesus

I you put these things belore the
brothers, you will be a good servant of
Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of
the faith and of the good doctrine that you
have lolkowed. Have nothing to Jo with
brreverent, silly myvths. Rather traln yoursel!
for godliness; "for whik bodily training bs
of some value, gosdliness is of valoe In every
way, as it holds peom bse e the present ik
and akso lor the Like 10 comxe. “The saying is
trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance

tor o this end we tot] and strive, because

we bave our hope set on the living God, who
Is the Savior of all people, espectally of those
who believe.

"Comemand and tcach these things

Let bo one desplae you for vour youth, but
set the bedlevers an example In specch, In
Umil ]
come, devote yoursell 1o the public reading
ol riplure, log xhortat bon, o tea hlll;;

Do not neglect the gt vou have, which
was given you by prophecy when the council
of elders laid thelr hands on you
these things, Immerse yourself in them,
Kecp a

conduct, In ke, In falth, In purity

Practke

sor that all may see your progress
chose watch oo younelf amd on the waching
Persist in this, for by so doing you will save
both yoursell and your hearers

Writing

So Matthew was an excellent, nobk
man— ot only one of the twelve fountaing of
consolation, the apostles of fesus Christ, but
abo cne of the four great splritual stecams
of paradise, a holy evangelist, whose wonds
o from the great lountain in paradise,
Jesus Christ. He not only pralsed the Lond
Jesus in his beart and with his toague, but
be alvo pat his quill 1o paper and wrote




his account as & memonbal, and finally he
confirmed the truth of his Gospel with his
blood. Is this not an honorable man? Pay
attention so that everything In and about
yoii is Jleevsed towand the }'.L-l" of the Loed
Jesus, according to David's exampie in I
1022, In the kingshoen of God it is said: "kt
quacunguc potes arte placere, place,” that is,
"Strive with every skill and wond, to plas
None of

the other evangelists doscribed the history of

your Savior, Christ the Lond.”

the Foed Jesus Lo such an extent as Matthew
e akwo has many beaatful passages that
cannot be found In the others. Here the Lond
Jesus says (11:25), "Come to Me, all who
labor and are heavy laden, and | will give
you rest.” And again (I8£:20]), "Where two
or three are gathered in My namw, there am
| among them™ And in 2520, "Rehold, | am

with you always, to the end of the age.” These

three passages, which should cause the kegs
of all devout Christians b run quickly to
the Church, were written only by Matthew

Ever since that time, s book has always
been valuad highly. ferome reports that
M. Bartholomew preached the Gospel of
Matthew in India. Nkephorus writes that in
those lands a collection of S Bartholomew's
scrmons ox stod, Theophylact and others
ot that SL John, of cwn Mark, translatald
the Gospel of Matthew into the Grock
language [Some say] that in the 479th
year after Christ’s birth, [Matthew's) body
wias foursd on Cyprus and on his chest was
a copy of his Gospel, and that his body was
transierred to Constantinople and buried in
the Church of St Mephan

Valerius Horberger

e Tome o 1o Canrsecn

Hymnody

Anodnt them priests, strong Intercessors they,
For pardon and for kove and hope and
P,
That, through their pleading, guilty sinpers
may
Find Jesus” mercy and from sin relcase
God of the I'I’uril\'lk, Bless the
Prophets” Sons (IAB 682:3)

Praver of the Day

O Son of God, oar blessad Savior Jesus
Christ, You called Matthew the tax collector
to be an aposthe and evangelist. Through
his falthfal and Inspirad witness, grant that
we also may follow You, keaving behind all
vovelous destres and ke of riches: for You
Hive and reldgn with the Father and the Hloly
Spirit, one God, now and forever. (12X)

St Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist

SU Matthewe, also knowsn as Levd,
entifics himsclf as a former tax colkector,
one who was therofore combdered unckean,
a XVuNk sinper, outcast from the fews. Yat it
was such 2 one as this whom the Lord Jesus
called away from his occupation and wealth
o bevonw adis I;‘L (Matthew 9:9-13)

Not only did Matthew become a discipk

ol Jovus, be was also called and sent as one
of the Loed's twelve J;‘l-\l!\\ (Matthew

102 4). In timw, he became the evangel ist
whose Insplrad recond of the Gosped was
grantad firat place in the ordering of the
Noew Testanent. Among the four Gospels,
Matthews poeteays ( hrist n]\‘null\ as the
new and greater Moses, who grackously
fullills the Law and the Prophets (Matthew
S 17) an) ostablishes a now covenant of
salvation in and with His own bloosd

743
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(Matthew 26:27-258) Matthew's (Nl\‘\\l "
alvo well known and bodovad for its record
of the visit of the Magl {Matthew 2:1-12);
for the Sermon on the Mount, including the
Beatitudes and the Our Father (Matthow
5-7) and for the institution of Holy Baptism
and the most expliit revelation of the Holy
Teinity (Matthow 2506200, Tradition is
uncertaln whore his inal ek of labor was
and whether Matthew Jdied naturally or a
martyr's death, In cokebeating this festival,
we therclore give thanks 10 God that He bhas
mi};hlxl\ o werned and prodey ted Tis Holy
Church through this man who was called
and sent by Christ o serve the sheep of His
pastures w ith the ”wlfu (r H[\'

Suggested Reading from
the Book of Concord

Apodogy of the Augsharg
Conlession X1la (V) 33.97
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Psalmody

Bebold, how goodd and pleas: |ant it s*
when brothers dwell in lunity!
I is like the precious ofl on the head,
running down on the beard,
on the beard of | Aaron,*
running Jown on the collar Lol
bis robes!
It is ke the dew of Hermon, whikh falls
on the mountains of | Zion!™®
For there the Loan has commanded
the blessing, Hie for | evermons

Psalm 133

Vketstionad Psacdrnr; Psalm 11997 14

Old Testament Reading:
Nehemiah 7:1-4; 8:1-18
[The Wall Is Finlahed)

Now when the wall had been builtand |
had set up the doors, and the gatckeopens, the
singers, and the Levites had boen appoiniad,

I gave my brother Hanani and Hananiah the
gpovernot of the casthe charge over krusakem,
for he was a more falthful and God fearing
man than many. "And | said o them, "lLet
not the gates of Jerusakem be openad until
the sun bs bot, And whike they are still
standing guard, ket them shut and bar the
doors. Appoint guards from among the
inhabitants of ferusalem, some at their guard
posts and some in front of thetr own homes.”
“The city was whde and large, but the people
within it were fow, and no houses had boen

rebuiht

Ezra Reads the Law
“TAnd all the people gathered as one

man Into the square belore the Water Gale
And they told Frra the scribe to belng the
Book of the Law of Moscs that the Lokn

had commanded Isracl. “So Ezra the prikst
brought the Law before the assemidy,

both men and wormen and all who could
undentand what they beard, on the first Jday
of the seventh month. "And he read from it
o Ing the square before the Water Gate from
carly morming untll smkbday, In the presemce
of the myen and the women and those whao
coukl understand. And the cars of all the
[\\"’k wore attentive to the Book of the Law
And Frra the seribe stood on a wooden
platform that they had made for the purpose
And beskde him stood Mattithiah, Shema,
Analah, Urkah, HTHKRh, and Maxseiah on his
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against me, and they breathe out
violence,
“1 believe that I shall look upon the
goodness of the Loro*
in the land of the living!
*Wait for the Lok *
be strong, and let your heart take
courage; wait for the Loao!

—Psalm 27:1, 4-5, 11-14
Additional Psalm. Psalm 24

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah
30:15-26

¢ Add Note

[A REBELLIOUS PEOPLE]

"“For thus said the Lord Goo, the Holy

One of Israel,

"In returning and rest you shall be

saved;
in quietness and in trust shall be
your strength."

But you were unwilling, "and you said,

"No! We will flee upon horses”;
therefore you shall flee away;

and, "We will ride upon swift steeds”,
therefore your pursuers shall be
swift.
A thousand shall flee at the threat of
one;
at the threat of five you shall flee,
till you are left
like a flagstaff on the top of a
mountain,
like a signal on a hill.

THE LORD WILL BE GRACIOUS
""Therefore the Loro waits to be
gracious to you,
and therefore he exalts himself to
show mercy to you.
For the Loro is @ God of justice;
blessed are all those who wait for
him.
"“For a people shall dwell in Zion, in
Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. He will
surely be gracious to you at the sound of
your cry. As soon as he hears it, he answers
you. ““And though the Lord give you the
bread of adversity and the water of
affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide
himself anymore, but your eyes shall see
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1 Peter

- Jesus was Treated Unjustly and
then Was Gloriously Vindicated
1 Peter 3:18-22 .

i




IV. Instructions and Encouragement
1 Peter 3:18 to 3:22
1 Peter 3:18-22 ESV - 18 For Christ also suffered
once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous,
that he might bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,
19 in which he went and proclaimed to the
spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did
not obey, when God's patience waited in the
days of Noah, while the ark was being
prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons,
were brought safely through water.




IV. Instructions and Encouragement
1 Peter 3:18 to 3:22

1 Peter 3:21-22 ESV - 21 Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a
removal of dirt from the body but as an
appeal to God for a good conscience, through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers
having been subjected to him.
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jesus Example Inspires
1 Peter 4:1-6




Jesus Example Inspires
1 Peter 4:1 to 4:7

1 Peter 4:1 ESV - 1 Since therefore Christ
suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the
same way of thinking, for whoever has
suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,




Jesus Example Inspires
1 Peter 4:1 to 4:7

1 Peter 4:2-3 ESV - 2 so as to live for the rest
of the time in the flesh no longer for human
passions but for the will of God. 3 For the
time that is past suffices for doing what the
Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality,
passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking
parties, and lawless idolatry.




Jesus Example Inspires
1 Peter 4:1 to 4:7

1 Peter 4:4-5 ESV - 4 With respect to this they
are surprised when you do not join them in
the same flood of debauchery, and they
malign you; 5 but they will give account to
him who is ready to judge the living and the

dead.




Jesus Example Inspires
1 Peter 4:1 to 4:7

1 Peter 4:6 ESV - 6 For this is why the gospel
was preached even to those who are dead,
that though judged in the flesh the way
people are, they might live in the spirit the
way God does.




| Peter

L Nearness to the End Stimulates
Faithiulness

{Peter 4:741




Nearness to the End—Faithfullness
1 Peter 4:7-11

1 Peter 4:7 ESV - 7 The end of all things is at
hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-
minded for the sake of your prayers.




Nearness to the End—Faithfullness
1 Peter 4:7-11

1 Peter 4:8-9 ESV - 8 Above all, keep loving
one another earnestly, since love covers a
multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one

another without grumbling.




Nearness to the End—Faithfullness
1 Peter 4:7-11

1 Peter 4:10 ESV - 10 As each has received a
gift, use it to serve one another, as good
stewards of God's varied grace:




Nearness to the End—Faithfullness
1 Peter 4:7-11

1 Peter 4:11 ESV - 11 whoever speaks, as one
who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves,
as one who serves by the strength that God

supplies--in order that in everything God may
be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him

belong glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen.
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Next Week:
Joy Amid Sufiering .




